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To the faithful of the Church cf Saint John of GQuebec:

‘Dear Sons and Daugnters: -

Last Sunday, June 22nd, in the Basilica o
Kateri Tekakwitha was beatified. This younsg i
Christian 1life in your country and, after ter
the South Shore of the St. Lawrence River.

f St. Peter of Rome,
ndian . virgin lived her
death, was buried on

Today, you render homage to her in tzis diocesan pilgrimage.
Together with brothsrs and sisters of her race, vou thank the Lord
that the "Lily of the Fohawks" has flouriskzd in your land.

The beatification of Kateri Tekakwitha re;inds us, first of all
of the missionary enic of New France. Indsed, how could she have cohv
to the Christian faith without the admirasls zction in vour widst of
the-holy martyrs of Canada, of Blessed Frsncolis de Montmorency Laval,
Marguerite Bourgeoys, Nan~uer1te d'Youvillie, Marie de 1'Incarnation
and the other founders of the Church of Canzda? 1In the XVII}h cen—
tury, your country became a vast and active field of the Mission of
the Church.. The Indian peorle as well as tre White people established
in North America received the Word of God an b 111t a young and dy-—
namic Church.. ' ’ ‘

Down to this day, the Gospel has yieldsd ebundant fruit in
your: country....The Chur h of Canada,.part*c 1larly that of Quebec, has
sunolled thousands of missionaries to all continents of the world.
After receiving the Good News brought by Christ, your families have
prépared for the universal Church men and women who accepted to give
their lives to proc7a~m'un° Go:pel"' This g2rerosity is at the source

of the vitality of the Church in numerous Zioceses throughouU the
vorld., May you remain constan t in your ozDernns the Vord of God
of mi

and in your preparation

to mind the

Not only does the beatification of E=%eri bring :
missionary role of the Church in Few France, it 2lso peints out the
invalugble contrivbuticon made by tke Nativs Eeo?le in the life of the
Church community. - The liberation brouqnu zzout by Jesus Christ is for
2ll the peonles of the earth, The salvation given by God is a univer—
sal salvation. Thre Church, which is the —wizible sign. of this divine
action in history, must manifest in its marmtsrs that salvation in

hrist is accessible to men and women of =vary race. snd of e"ery land.

The pvblic recoznition of the spiritusl merits e "OIE, Raterl Tekak—
witha brings into liszht the cath ollclty of %ze Church.  This young
virgin was not conceived in a vacuum. Shz carries in her being the
experiences and values of her people. Ths iife of this Indian woman
enriches the testimoany of the Church.. hz Hokawk peorle, who gave
this beautiful flower ‘to the community of “elievers, is still called

o h Dear Mohawk sons and

1

in Christ and to place

daughters, do not hesitate toe put your u
ce of the Church.. Count on

yourselves and your talents at the serv
Jesus to affirm your human and Christian identity.. Build the Church
in your midst by 1living the Gospel of Jesus to the full.

(to be contizuzd next week). -~
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Continuation ...of the letter sent by Pope John Paul II for the diocesan
nilgrimare held in Caughnawaga, Guebec, on June 29, 1980.
PART IT ’

As we reflect briefly on the beatification of Kateri Tekakwitha,
it is essential that we recall a few aspects which characterized the
life of this blessed woman. She shared in the daily chores of the
women of her time. She chose to live her love for Christ in virginity.
We find in her life a message that is most relevant to everyone.

The consumer soclety offers all kinds of commodities. It allows
you to free yourselves more easily from the constraints of every day
tasks, particularly those nertaining to home life., This, however, in-
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olves the risk of your being swallowed in the quick sand of material
~ossessions. It could conbtribute in promoting justice among peoples

7 al‘o”7ﬂ“ for development and sharing.. It does foster a drift towards
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least effort, towards egotism and depersonalization. It is the
e of many struggles for equality and respect of all persons. Too
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n
en, it settles for exploitation of the pcor throuszh injustice, and
cloitation of women throuzh the exaltation of sexuali ity.

By responding to the grace of God, Kateri asserted her own person-—
ality in a remarkable way, which calls for our admiration and, again,
offers an example that is most beneficial for our time. She manifested
a spirit of solidarity with her peopIe by accepting the tasgks that were
hers within Indian society. She refused, however, to let her life be
determined for her by the morals of her time. She freely chose to
become a Christian and to live in accordance with her Baptism. She
loved Jesus profoundly, to such a degree as to consecrate her whole 1life
to him in virginity. T his did not prevent her from serving her people
with Joy and tenderness, ©She is a model for any member of a Christian
family.

. At the same time, she is a model of a virgin consecrated to God
and, for =211 Christians, a model of intimate union with Christ with
es in constant prayer, constant offering of her existence,
nce of the cross. In God nust be sought the secret
her strength and of her radiating joy.

there will be a Synod of the Bishops of the

>, we shall study the role of the Christian
invite you to help your bishops to prepare
ering your nravers to God for this inténtion
ral leaders of ~vour experience of a Christian
you to live it. '
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Kateri Tekakwitha., TILive according to your
ilness to the Lord =2nd the service of others,
giving your families stability and Jjoy

of Christ which is in S=2int John of Cue.

Blessing.
%phﬁprﬂ of
and wo-
1imion b th > | ege nt John of Cuebec,
Tthers =nd mothers of , voung veonle and ﬂ~w7fe Mav God
strengthen all of you throush Christ , in the oerWUE

Prom the Vatican, June 24, 1980. g
John Paul II, Fope
ks , Fop




In Rome, Pope John Paul II addresses the Indians:of Canada and
the United States, at a Special Audience, on June 24, 1980, a few
days after Kateri Tekakwitha's Beatification.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christy

It is a joy for me to meet today with all of you, representatives
of the North American Indians of Canada and the United States. I
greet you in the peace of Christ, and through you I wish to extend
my greetings to all whom you represent, to all the Indian people
of your continent. When you return home, please tell your families
and friends that the Pope loves them, and that he invokes upon them
Jjoy and stréngth in the Holy Spirit.

You have made this long journey to Rome to participate in a special
moment in the history of your people. You have come to rejoice in the
beatification of Kateri Tekakwitha. It is a time to pause and to give
thanks to God for the unique culture and rich human tradition which
you have inherited, and for the greatest gift anyone can receive, the
gift of faith. Indeed, Blessed Kateri stands before us as a symbol of
the best of the heritage that is yours as North American Indians.

But today is also a day of great happiness for the Church through-—
out the world., All of us are inspired by the example of this young
woman of faith who died three centuries ago this year. We are all
edified by her complete trust in the providence of God, and we are
encouraged by her joyful fidelity to the Creator, to the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. In a true sense the whole Church, together
with you, declares in the words of Saint Paul: "Glory be to him whose
power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
glory be to him from generation to generation in the Church and in
Christ Jesus forever and ever". (Eph. 3:20-21).

The Church has declared to the world that Kateri Tekakwitha is
blessed, that she lived a life on earth of exemplary holiness and that
she is now a member in heaven of the Communion of Saints who continually
intercede with the merciful Father on our behalf.

Her beatification should remind us that we are all called to a
life of holiness, for in Baptism God has chosen each one of us "to
be holy and spotless and to live through love in his presence"

(Eph 1:4)., Holiness of life--union with Christ through prayer and
works of charity -- is not something reserved to a select few among
the members of the Church. It is the vocation of everyone.

My brothers and sisters may you be inspired and encouraged by the
life of Blessed Kateri. Look to her for an example of fidelity: see
in her a model of purity and love: turn to her in prayer for assistance.
May God bless all the North American Indians of Canada and the United
States.



fddress to His Holiness Pope John Paul II, at a Special Audience
granted to the Indian People of Canada and the United States on June 24,
1980 by Chief Andrew T. Delisle, Grand Chief of the lMohawks of Kehnawake..

Your Holiness, we come here in Honor and Dignity to thank you end
the Church for the Honor and Dignity that you have bestowed on one of
our own, namely KATERI TEKAKWITHA, the Lily of the lMohawks.

We now ask you, the Holy father, and Kateri Tekakwitha to plead
that the Creator protects our People so that our Spiritual, Cultura
and. Political Ideals may be taken into consideration, especially in the
present, when the powers, that be, are discussing matters that will
affect our future, and to make certain that we are involved in all the
deliberations.

Now I will say a prayer of Thanksgiving using the same words that
have been used by my Pgople for many centuries. A prayer that precedes
all meetings amongst oursélves or with people of other Ngtions.

NIEHWEH SAKOIATISCR
(THANK YOU CREATOR)

Now we give thanks to the Creator.
Now smoke rises, it 1lifts our words to him.
We give thanks to our Mother Earth, from whose breast all
things grow.
We thank Sakoiatiscn for our Leaders, our Chiefs, the
_ advisors of our Feople.
We thank Sakoiatison for the little children he has placed
in the arms of mothers to show that his purpose is still
in progress.
Continue to listen, Sakoiatison ! DEreath, smoke and listen,
A for again we meke smoke, again we speak .
reserve our old men and women, protect our little children,
guide minds of people that they remember Sakoiatison in
all their thoughts and actions.

= oversee all.
Mgy you always be remembered and considered in all of our
' ' gatherings.
With all their minds, with all their stren
: are giving praise and ©
Now smoke arises; EHe has seen it !
Now we have spokenj; He has heard it ! Oneh.

gth, the FPeople
hanks.
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Although the text of the Pope's statement had been prepared in adveance,
the reaction of the Pope after the presentation gives credence to the
fact that he did understand the message thet was presented, for he did
come down amongst us to shake our hands and chat with us for a surpris—
ingly long time.,

A}so,'the Holy Father did extend blessings through all the Indian People
who were there to all of our People in Canada and the United States.
In his appearance for the Angelus at the window of his palace on the oc-
casion of the Beatification of Kateri, he proclaimed to the throngs who
were gathered in St. Peters Square and to the world, "God bless tge
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Indian People of Camada and the United States".



